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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO COME-OO AID-05 EB-07 OMB-01 TRSE-00 

MC-02 10-10 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 /078 W 

014641 

R 1 1 1020Z JUL 75 
FM AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9914 
INFO AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
AMCONSUL ADANA 
AMCONSUL ISTANBUL 
AMCONSUL IZMIR 
EUCOM 
CINCUSAFE 
USMISSION NATO 
USMISSION USUN 
USIA WASHDC 
USNMR SHAPE 

UNCLAS ANKARA 5377 

E.0. 1 1652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, MASS, TU, CY, GR 

SUBJECT: TURKISH PRESS REACTION TO FORD ANNOUNCEMENT 

1. DEVELOPMENTS IN U.S. ADMINISTRATION EFFORTS TO LIFT 
THE ARMS EMBARGO AND REACTION TO THESE EFFORTS BY 
OFFICIALS IN ANKARA DOMINATED THE FRONT PAGES OF 
FRIDAY (JULY 11) EDITIONS OF THE TURKISH PRESS. 

EDITORIAL COMMENT WAS DIVIDED ALONG PARTY LINES AND 
HEADLINES AND STORIES REFLECTED THE CAUTIOUS TONE OF OFFICIAL 
TURKISH REACTION. (SEE SEPTEL) 

2. MOST MAJOR DAILIES GAVE BANNER HEADLINE PLAY TO COMMENTS 
BY PRIME MINISTER DEMIREL AND PRESIDENT KORUTURK OR TO 
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UNDER SECRETARY SISCO'S TESTIMONY IN WASHINGTON. AN 
EXCEPTION WAS CUMHURIYET, WHOSE BANNER HEADLINE REPORTED 
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THAT TURKEY WILL DEMAND RENT FOR U.S. INSTALLATIONS. 

ACCORDING TO CUMHURIYET'S UNATTRIBUTED STORY, THE RENT 
DEMANDED WOULD EXCEED THE AMOUNT OF MILITARY AID GIVEN IN 
RECENT YEARS. CUMHURIYET ALSO REPORTED IN A FRONT PAGE, 

PARIS DATELINED STORY THAT SECRETARY KISSINGER HAD TOLD 
NEWSMEN THAT DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING THE COMMON DEFENSE 
INSTALLATION "CAN NOW BE UNDERTAKEN IN A MORE PROPITIOUS 
ATMOSPHERE" AND THAT "THE DECISION TAKEN YESTERDAY (WEDNES- 
DAY) IN WASHINGTON WILL BE HELPFUL IN THIS." 

3. IN EDITORIAL COMMENT, PRO-DEMIREL SON HAVADIS SAID 

THE LIFTING OF THE EMBARGO WILL BE A SUCCESS FOR THE DEMIREL 
GOVERNMENT'S FOREIGN POLICY AND THAT IF THE KIND OF BLACK- 
MAIL SUGGESTED BY RPP LEADER BUT. ENT ECEVIT HAD BEEN APPLIED, 
PRESIDENT FORD WOULD NEVER HAVE BEEN ABLE TO WORK OUT A 
COMPROMISE WITH CONGRESS. 

4. HURRIYET, TURKEY'S LARGEST DAILY, WAS LESS ENTHUSIASTIC. 

IN ITS LEAD EDITORIAL, THE PAPER ASSERTED THAT THE COMPROMISE 
AGREEMENT WOULD NOT ONLY NOT RESTORE GRANT AID, BUT WOULD NOT 
PROVIDE FOR CREDIT SALES OR EXCESS PROPERTY SALES. MOREOVER 
SALES WOULD CONTINUE ONLY SO LONG AS CONGRESS WAS SATISFIED 
WITH DEVELOPMENTS ON CYPRUS. HURRIYET CONCLUDED THAT THE 
COMPROMISE MEASURE BEFORE THE HOUSE, IF PASSED, WOULD NOT 
HEAL THE WOUND IN TURKISH-AMERICAN RELATION, BUT MERELY 
COVER IT WITH A BAND AID. 

5. IN OPPOSITION PRESS COMMENT, CUMHURIYET'S LEAD EDITORIAL 
SAID THAT EVEN THOUGH THE BILL NOW BEFORE THE HOUSE WERE 
PASSED, ITS PROVISIONS WOULD INFRINGE ON TURKEY'S SOVEREIGN 
RIGHT TO USE THE ARMS SHE PURCHASES WHERE AND WHEN HE 
CHOOSES. THE EDITORIAL ASSERTED THAT THE COMPROMISE, FAR FROM 
PROVIDING A SOLUTION TO TURKISH-AMCERICAN RELATIONS, WOULD 
PLACE THEM IN A MORE DIFFICULT SITUATION. IN THE SAME VEIN, 
CUMHURIYET COLUMNIST ALI SIRMEN SAID THAT THE ONLY POSITIVE 
PART OF THE COMPROMISE PLAN IS THAT IT WILL ENABLE TURKEY 

TO OBTAIN ARMS SHE HAS ALREADY PAID FOR. THE COMPROMISE 
"MANEUVER" MAY APPEASE THE TURKISH NATION AND HELP TO 
SAVE THE NATIONAL FRONT GOVERNMENT, SIRMEN SAID, BUT IT 
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WILL BE AT THE EXPENSE OF A DELAY IN PLANS FOR DIVERSIFICA- 
TION OF ARMAMENTS. 

BERGUS 
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